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TRUMP’S SALVOS BOOST 
HARASSMENT DISPUTE 


President's tweets on 
Gillibrand, accusers 
kindle controversy 
U-T NEWS SERVICES 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump put 
himselfonce more at the center of 
the sexual harassment debate 
Tuesday, repeating his con- 
tention that the women who have 
accused him of misconduct fabri- 
cated the allegations and derid- 
ing Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand of 


New York, one of his leading crit- 
ics, as a “lightweight” who “would 
do anything” for campaign con- 
tributions. 

In morning Twitter posts, the 
president responded to three of 
the women who had come for- 
ward Monday to renew their 
charges from last year that 
Trump had sexually assaulted 
them before he entered politics, 
and to Gillibrand after she called 
on him to resign Monday. 

Inthe closing weeks of the 2016 
presidential campaign, Trump 
was put on the defensive 
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JONES POSTS STUNNING 
ALABAMA SENATE UPSET 


Embattled Republican rival Moore refuses to concede 


= 
JUSTIN SULLIVAN GETTY IMAGES 
Democrat Doug Jones cap- 
tured 49.9 percent of the vote. 


BY KIM CHANDLER 
& STEVE PEOPLES 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. 

In a stunning victory aided by 
scandal, Democrat Doug Jones won 
Alabama’s special Senate election 
on Tuesday, beating back history, an 
embattled Republican opponent 
and President Donald Trump, who 
urgently endorsed GOP rebel Roy 
Moore despite a litany of sexual mis- 


conduct allegations. 

It was the first Democratic Sen- 
ate victory ina quarter-century in Al- 
abama, one of the reddest of red 
states, and proved anew that party 
loyalty is anything but sure in the 
current political climate. The Re- 
publican loss was a major embar- 
rassment for the president and a 
fresh wound for the nation’s already 
divided GOP. 
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DEATHS DUE 
TO METH HIT 
RECORD 377 
IN COUNTY 
LAST YEAR 


Oversupply in Mexico 
means quick access to 
pure, low-cost drug 

BY KRISTINA DAVIS 


More than a decade after a full- 
scale assault on methamphetamine 
production in San Diego County, 
the drug is continuing to ravage the 
region, killing a record number of 
users last year and hooking more 
than halfofadults who end up in jail, 
according to a report released this 
week by the county’s Methamphet- 
amine Strike Force. 

The drug was linked to 377 
deaths last year in the county — 66 
more than the previous year. 

“The trend line is very alarming 
and continues to head in the wrong 
direction,” county Supervisor Di- 
anne Jacob said in a statement. 

Rather than the sudden over- 
doses often seen with the opioid ep- 
idemic, meth is typically a slow 
killer. 

Many of the people dying are 
middle-aged, long-term addicts 
who’ve developed other health com- 
plications, said Nick Macchione, di- 
rector of the county Health and Hu- 
man Services Agency. 

Even though meth isn’t cooked 
in home labs here anymore — large- 
lyaresult oflaws that restrict access 
to precursor chemicals — the data 
show addicts are having little trou- 
ble accessing it. 

The drug is now produced in 
mass quantities in cartel “super- 
labs” in Mexico and smuggled 
across the Southwest border — par- 
ticularly in San Diego County, 
where a significant portion hits lo- 
cal streets before the rest moves on 
to other parts of the country. 
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NELVIN C. CEPEDA UT PHOTOS 


Supporters hold up signs as the San Diego City Council takes up the issue of short-term rentals during a meeting Tuesday. 


PLANS FOR AIRBNB RULES FALL FLAT 


Many frustrated after hours of debate, public input 
again fail to produce answers on short-term housing 


Council members heard hours of testimony from members 
of the public on both sides of the vacation rental issue. 


BY LORI WEISBERG 


A divided City Council failed 
Tuesday to reach agreement on 
the long debated question of how 
to regulate short-term rentals, 
leaving in limbo an issue that has 
dogged elected leaders for nearly 
three years. 

Multiple proposals, some more 
permissive than others, were 
floated on the dais in hopes of re- 
aching a consensus, but after 
more than four hours of debate 
and hours more of public testi- 
mony, the nine-member council 


could not secure five affirmative 
votes. 

“I’m very disappointed today. 
We’re like a dysfunctional family,” 
said Councilman Scott Sherman, 
who had favored a more permis- 
sive proposal originally crafted 
with three of his colleagues — 
Councilmen Mark Kersey, Chris 
Ward and David Alvarez. “We’re 
back to where it always has been, 
the wild, wild West.” 

In failing to take action, the 
council also did not set a date to 
revisit the issue. 

SEE RENTAL « A11 


$297M TO HELP HIRE BORDER AGENTS 


CBP contracts with company to recruit workers, though detentions at record low 


BY GREG MORAN 


With a mandate from President 
Donald Trump to hire 5,000 new 
Border Patrol agents, Customs 
and Border Protection awarded a 
$297 million contract to a private 
company to help recruit and hire 
the new agents and other workers. 

The contract with a division of 
Accenture, an international pro- 
fessional services corporation with 
$35 billion in revenues in 2017, 
comes at a time when the Border 
Patrol is struggling to meet min- 
imum staffing levels mandated by 
Congress and is losing more agents 
per year than it hires. 


U-TWATCHDOG 


It also represents one of the 
larger expenditures so far in the 
Trump administration's now 
nearly yearlong drive to increase 
border security. In October, work 
on eight prototype border walls 
was completed in Otay Mesa — a 
project for which CBP officials set 
aside $20 million in the spring. 

The contract with Accenture, 
which is up to five years, is far 
greater — both in its initial year 
and long-term payout. The com- 
pany will be paid $42.6 million in 
the first year alone, federal con- 


tracting records show. 

The scope of work in the con- 
tract requires the company to 
manage “the full life cycle of the hir- 
ing process” from job posting to 
processing new hires. The com- 
pany, the agency said in email re- 
sponse to questions, will augment 
the agency’s existing internal hir- 
ing programs. 

It also calls for a “hard-hitting, 
targeted recruitment campaign 
consisting of promoting the CBP 
law enforcement careers and op- 
portunities” and a public educa- 
tion campaign about CBP and 
Border Patrol jobs. 

SEE WATCHDOG « A9 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T FILE 


President Donald Trump wants U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to hire 5,000 additional agents. 


TODAY’S DEAL 


U-T INDEX 


Pay just $20 for $40 toward shoe cleaning and repair, 
plus save an additional 10 percent off of all clothes 
alterations and dry cleaning services. Buy now at 

«= SanDiegoUnionTribune.com/UTDeals. 
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